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213 dy (3) DIRECT NCI
HANDLING OF ANIMALS.

Dwring public exhibition, dangerous animals such as lions, tigers, wolves, bears, or elephants must be under the
diract control and supervision of 8 knowladgeable and experienced animal handler,

APHIS Officials observed the elephant rides during the Abou Ben Adhem Shrine Circus on 16 March 2011 in
Springtiald, MO, During the rides belore thea 11:00 am perfarmance and dunng the intermission it was obsarvad
numerous times whene the elephants were not under the direct controd of elephant handlers. During the pra-show
rides, two elephants were used for rides and two elephants were standing in the center of the same ring used for
ridas. While thare were lour handlers in the ring, the 2 stationary elephants did not have handlers with contral over
them at all imes. Several imes the elephant handlers were distracted away from the ride elephants and the
elephants were observed continuing around the ring without being under the direct confrol of the elephants. Af one
fime it was observed thal one of the elephant’s frunk in the center of the ring came very close 1o coming in confact
with the riders on one of the ride elephants, During the intermission ndes three elephants were used for rides and
ana elephant was standing in the canter of tha ring. At this fime anly threa handlers were in the ring conducting ridas
with the three elephants and the stationary elephant did not have a handles. At one point 1 appeared that one
handler was assigned two elephants 1o overses during the rides, leaving the rear elephant with no direct handler,
Several timas it was nofed that an alephant handler was distracted away fram tha ride alephant and the alaphant
continued around the ring without being under direct control of the elephant allowing for potential direct public contact
with the unatiended alephant.

The facility falled to exhibit elephants to the public while under the direct control and supervision of a knowledgeable
and experiencad animal handler, The allows for potential direct contact of the elephanis with the public andfor tha
risk of injury 1o the public as the elephants have freadom of movameanl.

Exhibits elephants anly while under the direct contral of an expanancad handler to ensure tha safety of the elephants
ard the putdic,

Correct form this time farward.

Exhibrtor corracted at the time of inspection as observed during the pre-show rides of the evening
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performance on 16 March 2011 and the pre-show rides of the moming performance on 17 March 2011

Inspection conducted with Animal Superintendent.

Exii briefing conductad with Animal Superintandant, Cifica Manager, Elephant trainar, and Qwner and this Velarinary
Medical Officer and Veterinary Medical Officer #6009

Elephanits present Batty (42), Cindy (39), Vicky (48) and Jenny (45).

End of report.
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